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and limits for storage of wastes under the EPA regulations are outlined
in Chapter 3. Although the following practices should meet regulatory
requirements, specific state and local regulations pertinent to the lab-
oratory site should be checked. An EPA Hazardous Waste Number (see
Appendix A, 40 CFR 261.12) is required for off-site transportation and
disposal of all regulated hazardous wastes.

Except when a single chemical is being accumulated for recovery,
waste accumulation generally involves several chemicals in a container.
ONLY COMPATIBLE CHEMICALS SHOULD BE PUT IN ANY
CONTAINER, WHETHER PACKAGED SEPARATELY OR
MIXED. In this context, "compatible" connotes the absence of potential
for chemical interaction. Guidelines on INCOMPATIBLE CHEMI-
CALS are given in Appendix E. The two common practices for accu-
mulation of wastes are (1) mixing compatible chemicals in a waste con-
tainer and (2) accumulating small containers of compatible waste in a
larger outer container, e.g., a lab pack (see next paragraph). The method
chosen and the scheme for segregating the wastes depend primarily on
the intended mode of disposal.

If laboratory wastes are to be landfilled, the most common method
of packaging is the lab pack (see Appendix A, 40 CFR 265.316). The
procedure for preparing a lab pack is described in Chapter 10, Section
V.B, and the regulatory requirements for manifesting and shipping lab
packs are given in Chapter 8. The waste management plan and manual
should include specific directions for preparing lab packs as well as the
assigned responsibility for preparing them. On the other hand, if a
contract disposal service that prepares the lab packs is used, the manual
should give directions for segregating and labeling wastes in accordance
with the contractor's requirements. The principal consideration in seg-
regation of chemicals for landfill disposal is compatibility. The labora-
tory waste management manual should contain guidelines for, or a list
of, incompatible chemicals (cf. Appendix E). In addition, chemicals that
have the hazard characteristic of reactivity (except for cyanide- and
sulfide-bearing reactive wastes) and explosives cannot be put into a
landfill (see Appendix A, 40 CFR 265.316).

The method chosen for segregation and accumulation of wastes des-
tined for incineration depends on the design of the incinerator and its
waste feed mechanism, which vary widely. Some incinerators can handle
only bulk liquid wastes, whereas others accept solid or packaged wastes
such as fiber packs, glass and plastic bottles, and some even steel cans
or drums. A more detailed discussion of incineration capability is found
in Chapter 9.

Incinerators that accept only liquid wastes either blend them with